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water into the ground, it will begin to decay first at the
surface of the water.    A beam let into a damp wall, will
start decaying at the point where the wood enters the wall.
The first appearance of dry-rot externally is in the
form of a delicate white vegetation which looks like mil-
dew.   Afterwards the fibres of the vegetation become
collected together into a more decided form, which has
the   appearance   of hoar-frost   Subsequently it rapidly
develops the leathery, dense characteristics of the fungus,
leaves are formed, it quickly spreads in every direction
and over everything, sometimes mounting to a considerable
height on the walls.   The colour varies, and white, grey,
browns of various shades, violet, etc,, are amongst the tints
shown.   If a section of a piece of wood suffering from dry-
-rot   be   placed beneath the microscope, white threads
spreading and ramifying in every direction through its
substance will be seen, the threads being matted together
so as to resemble lint and effused over the surface of the
wood.   In the middle of every large collection is formed a
gelatinous substance, which slowly assumes a yellowish
hue with a wrinkled, sinuated, porous consistency, and
sheds a red-coloured powder upon a white down (which
powder is  the spores).   This  is resupinate pilens, the
hymenium being upwards, of Merulius lachrymans in its
perfected and matured condition.   For a considerable
time before the above condition is arrived at, however,
the entire portion of the interior of the diseased wood has
perished* the cottony filament has slowly but surely filled
up all the sap vessels, and by the time that the fungus
makes its appearance externally, the wood is ready to
crumble into dust.   According to Dr. Haller, seven-eighths
of a fungus in full vegetation are completely aqueous.
Decomposition may take place without fungus where both
timber and situation are always moist,